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THE HEARTBEAT OF GLORY
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
(Psalm 42:2)

in Psalm 27:4, David expressed an intense desire for God: “One
thing have | asked of the Lord, that | seek after: that | may dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.” David yearned

“intensely for God Himsaslf that he might enjoy His presence and

His beauty. Because God is a spirit, His beauty obviously refers
not to a physical appearance but to His attributes. David enjoyed
dwelling upon the majesty and greatness, the holiness :and
goodness of God. But David did more than contemplate the .
beauty of God’'s attributes; he sought God Himself, for™
elsewhere he says, “Eamestly 1 seek you; my soul thirsts for

you, my body longs for you™ (Psaim 63:1, niv).

The apostie Paul also experienced this longing for God: “I want
to know Christ” (Philippians 3:10, niv). The Amplified Bible
forcefully catches the intensity of Paul’s desire in this passage
“[ For my determined purpose is] that | may know Him [ that |
may progressively become more deeply and intimately
acquainted with Him, percelving and recognizing and
understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and
more clearly].”

This is the heartbeat of the godly person. As he contemplates
God in the awesomeness of His infinite majesty, power, and

holiness, and then as he dwells upon the riches of His mercy -

and grace poured out at Calvary, his heart is captivated by this
One who could love him so. He Is satisfied with God alone, but
he Is never satisfied with his present experience of God He
always yearns for more.
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WARMTH AND DESIRE
As a deer pants for flowing streams, so my soul pants for you, O
God
(Psalm 42:1)

In the life of the godly person, this desire for God produces an
aura of warmth. Godliness is never austere and cold. Such an
idea comes from a false sense of legalistic morality erroneously
called godiiness. The person who spends time with God radiates
His glory in a manner that is always warm and inviting, never
cold and forbidding.

" This fonging for God also produces a desire to glorify God and
to please Him. In the same breath, Paul expressed the desire to
know Christ as well as to be ilke Him (Phlilippians 3:10). This is
God’s ultimate objective for us the object of the Spirit's work in
us. In Isalah 26:9, the prophet prociaimed his desire for the Lord:
“My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within me
earmestly seeks you.” immediately before this expression of
desire for the Lord, he expresses a desire for His glory: “Your
name and renown are the desires of our hearts” (verse 8, NIV).
Renown has to do with one’s reputation, fame, and eminence -
or in God’s case, with His glory. The prophet could not separate
in his heart his desire for God’s glory and his desire for God
Himself. These two yearnings go hand in hand. e

- This devotion to God — the fear of God, which is an attitude of
= reverence and awe, veneration, and honor toward Him, coupled
_with an apprehension deep within our souls of the love of God

for us, demonstrated preeminently In Christ atoning death.
These two attitudes complement and reinforce each other,
producing within our souls an intense desire for this One who is
so awesome in His glory and majesty, yet so condescending in-
His love and mercy.
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